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President Willie L. Todd, Jr.
22ND PRESIDENT OF TALLADEGA COLLEGE

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. is the 22nd President of

Talladega College, a historic liberal arts institution

founded in 1867 and located in Talladega, Alabama. A

nationally respected higher education leader with more

than 33 years of experience, President Todd has

dedicated his career to advancing access, excellence,

and opportunity within Historically Black Colleges and

Universities (HBCUs).

Prior to his appointment at Talladega College, Dr.

Todd served as President and CEO of Denmark

Technical College in South Carolina, where he led a

nationally recognized institutional turnaround. His

leadership was marked by strategic vision, fiscal

stabilization, strengthened academic programs, and a

renewed focus on student success. Throughout his

presidency, he cultivated a culture grounded in

accountability, compassion, and innovation—

expanding student leadership while building a campus-

wide ethos of care and belonging.

Driven by a deep passion for the mission of HBCUs,

President Todd is now leading Talladega College

through a bold era of transformation anchored in his

guiding framework, “Reimagining Liberal Arts

Education.” His vision emphasizes student-centered

learning, experiential education, innovation, and

institutional sustainability—while honoring Talladega’s

historic legacy as the “Alpha Lyrae Vega” among

institutions of higher learning.

President Todd’s distinguished leadership has been

recognized with numerous honors, including being

named CEO/President of the Year by the South Carolina

Association of Technical College Commissioners, a

“Shining Star” Award from the South Carolina

Commission for Minority Affairs, and the Diamond

Award for excellence in education, leadership,

philanthropy, humanitarianism, and community

engagement from the Not Alone Foundation and the

Academy of the Diamond. He also served as President of

the Presidents’ Council for the South Carolina Technical

College System during 2023–2024, becoming the first

Denmark Technical College president to hold that

position.
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A native of West Point, Georgia, and raised in Decatur,

Georgia, Dr. Todd holds a Ph.D. in English from

Georgia State University, a Master of Education in

Higher Education Administration from Regent

University, and both a Master of Education in English

Education and a Bachelor of Arts in English from

Albany State University. He is the proud father of two

daughters, Tatia and Jessica.

President Todd continues to lead his life and work

grounded in faith and purpose, guided by two

principles he first penned in his senior yearbook and

still lives by today: “I can do all things through Christ

who strengthens me,” and “The intention is not to see

through one another, but to see one another through.”

His prior leadership roles include serving as president

and also as Vice President for Academic Affairs and

Student Affairs at Denmark Technical College;

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at

Wiley University; Vice Provost and also Associate Vice

Provost at Norfolk State University, and various roles

at Clark Atlanta University.

A committed servant-leader beyond the academy,

President Todd is an active member of the Presidents’

Roundtable of African American CEOs, the HBCU

Learning Ecosystem, 100 Black Men of America, and

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., where is he a

regional and national Life member. 

He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce Board

for Talladega County and also a member of the

Presidents’ Advisory Board for the National HBCU

Title III Administrators. 
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Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
President & CEO

Talladega College has long stood as a beacon of scholarship, resilience, and

righteous purpose. Founded in faith and forged through perseverance, this

College has produced educators, jurists, scientists, ministers, artists,

entrepreneurs, and twenty-three alumni who went on to serve as college or

university presidents. Such a legacy does not happen by accident. It is the

result of vision, sacrifice, and unwavering belief in the power of education to

elevate individuals and uplift communities.

As we look toward the future, we do so with bold intention. We are

committed to reimagining liberal arts education for a new era—one that

honors our storied traditions while embracing innovation, ethical artificial

intelligence, experiential learning, micro-credentialing, and workforce

alignment. We believe every student should graduate with a degree in one

hand and real-world experience in the other. The liberal arts are not relics of

the past; they are the intellectual and moral framework for adaptable thinkers,

principled leaders, and courageous change agents prepared to shape a

complex and evolving world.

Tonight, I extend profound gratitude to our alumni, donors, trustees, faculty,

staff, community partners, and friends. Your generosity, advocacy, and

steadfast support make opportunity possible. You are co-architects of this

next chapter. Because of you, Talladega College remains a place where

promise is discovered, purpose is refined, and potential is realized.

As we celebrate this moment, may we also recommit ourselves to the sacred

work ahead. The charge before us is clear: to steward this institution with

integrity, to elevate it with excellence, and to ensure that Talladega College

reaches heights greater than she has ever known.

Thank you for standing with us. Thank you for believing in our mission. And

thank you for helping us forge onward—together—into a future defined by

faith, vision, and impact.

Forging onward with deep appreciation!

Dear Distinguished Guests, Honored Alumni, Esteemed Supporters, and

Cherished Friends of Talladega College,

Grace and peace to you, and welcome to this historic Investiture Gala

commemorating my service as the 22nd President of Talladega College.

Your presence this evening is far more than ceremonial. It is a powerful

affirmation of faith in this institution, confidence in its future, and

commitment to the young men and women whose lives are transformed on

this sacred ground. In gathering here, you honor not only a presidential

transition, but a legacy that began in 1867 and continues to shine brightly

beneath the guiding light of Alpha Lyrae Vega.
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A. Clifton Myles
Provost & Executive Vice President
Dear Honored Guests and Supporters of Talladega College,

On behalf of the academic leadership of Talladega College, I am pleased to

welcome you to the Investiture Gala celebrating the installation of Dr.

Willie L. Todd, Jr. as the 22nd President of Talladega College.

This evening represents more than a ceremonial observance. It reflects the

academic heart of the College and our enduring commitment to

intellectual excellence. At Talladega College, teaching and learning remain

central to our identity. We proudly uphold the traditions of the liberal arts

while intentionally preparing students to think critically, communicate

effectively, engage ethically, and lead with purpose in a complex and

evolving world.

As we look toward the future, we remain focused on strengthening

academic programs, expanding research and experiential learning

opportunities, and cultivating an environment where students are

challenged, supported, and inspired to achieve their highest potential. Our

work seeks not only to educate minds, but also to develop character,

responsibility, and a commitment to service.

Your presence and partnership affirm the importance of this mission.

Through your support, Talladega College continues to empower students

to become thoughtful citizens, innovative professionals, and principled

leaders who will positively shape communities near and far.

Thank you for joining us in this moment of celebration and shared vision.

I look forward to the continued advancement of our academic enterprise

together.

In service to scholarship and community,

Dr. A. Clifton Myles

Provost and Executive Vice President
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Dear Esteemed Donor,

On behalf of the Office of Institutional Advancement, thank you for your

generous support of Talladega College. Your partnership sustains the

mission of this historic institution and strengthens our capacity to educate,

inspire, and prepare the next generation of leaders. We are deeply grateful

for your continued confidence in the College and for the meaningful role

you play in its progress.

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the Investiture Gala honoring

the installation of Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. as the 22nd President of

Talladega College. This celebration represents more than a ceremonial

milestone. It reflects a shared commitment among all who believe in the

enduring promise of Talladega College and the students we serve.

Because of your generosity, the College continues to expand opportunities,

preserve its legacy, and build a stronger future. We hope this evening

provides both an enjoyable experience and a meaningful reminder of the

impact your support makes possible.

We look forward to celebrating with you and thank you again for standing

with Talladega College.

With sincere appreciation,

Tia Wright-Richards

Vice President of Institutional Advancement

Tia Wright-Richards
Vice President of Institutional Advancement
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Yours for the People,

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

February 20, 2026

Dear President Todd, Members of the Board of Trustees, Faculty, Students, and
the Talladega College Community,

It is with great pride and sincere congratulations that I extend my greetings to
Talladega College on the investiture of its 22nd President, Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.

Talladega College has long stood as the Alpha Lyrae Vega of them all—a beacon
of academic excellence, leadership, and service—and this historic 

occasion marks an exciting new chapter in the institution’s distinguished legacy. I am a proud third-
generation Talladega alumna. From attending my mama’s commencement in 1980, when Jesse Jackson
spoke, to delivering the 2022 Talladega College announcement myself, this college means so much to
me. Talladega College poured into me, and made me who I am today. I have carried the lessons I learned
here all the way to the halls of Congress.

I am confident that under Dr. Todd’s leadership, Talladega College will continue to empower students,
strengthen its academic mission, and expand its influence for generations to come.

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations on this significant occasion. I wish President Todd, the faculty,
staff, students, and alumni the very best as you move forward together in this new era of leadership.
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY OF TALLADEGA 255 S. Street W. - Talladega, AL 35161 
Ashton S. Hall, Mayor 
256-362-8186 
ahall@talladega.com 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ashton S. Hall
City of Talladega Mayor 
HughSims,VickeyR.Hall,Steve Dickerson, Betty C. Spratlin, Shane Denney, 

Dear Dr. Willie L. Todd,

It is with great pride and heartfelt congratulations that I extend warm greetings to you on the 
momentous occasion of your swearing-in as the 22nd President of Talladega College, 
Alabama’s oldest private Historically Black College and University. This milestone is not only a 
testament to your distinguished leadership and unwavering commitment to higher education, but 
also a significant moment in the enduring legacy of this historic institution. 

As Mayor of the City of Talladega, I am proud to welcome your presidency and look forward to 
the continued partnership between Talladega College and our community. The College has long 
been a cornerstone of intellectual excellence, cultural enrichment, and civic engagement, 
shaping generations of leaders who have gone on to make meaningful contributions across the 
nation and the world. Your leadership arrives at a pivotal time, and I am confident that your 
vision will strengthen Talladega College’s mission while advancing its tradition of academic rigor, 
service, and social responsibility. 

On a personal note, it is a profound honor to congratulate you not only as Mayor, but also as an 
alumnus of Talladega College and as your Brother in Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated. 
Our shared bonds—of brotherhood, scholarship, and service—make this moment especially 
meaningful. I take great pride in witnessing your ascent to this historic role and in knowing that 
Talladega College is entrusted to a leader who embodies integrity, excellence, and purpose. 

May your presidency be marked by innovation, unity, and continued success. I offer my best 
wishes and full support as you lead Talladega College into its next chapter of greatness. 
Congratulations, President Todd.

Respectfully, 

Ashton Hall 

City Council, Mayor Ashton Hall 
__________________________________________________________________________________
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR Post Office Box 1111
Montgomery, Alabama 

36101-1111 
Steven L. Reed, Mayor 

PH 334.625.2000
FX 334.625.2600 

 
Mayor of Montgomery 

Dear President Todd,

On behalf of the City of Montgomery, I am honored to extend heartfelt congratulations on your investiture as the 
22nd President of Talladega College. Gathering within the beautiful and historic Henry Swift DeForest Chapel, this 
investiture celebrates leadership, scholarship, and the resilient spirit of an institution that has helped define higher 
education in Alabama and across our nation. 
Talladega College’s legacy began in the wake of the Civil War, when visionary freedmen William Savery and 
Thomas Tarrant joined fellow citizens in the urgent work of building a school where education would be the 
cornerstone of liberty. Early classes convened in a modest two-room home, and as enrollment quickly outpaced 
space, community leaders and partners secured the former Baptist Academy—later known as Swayne Hall—along 
with surrounding acreage. In time, the school was chartered as Talladega College, affirming a mission that would 
endure for generations. 
Under the leadership of early presidents and faculty, Talladega expanded from primary and normal courses to 
collegiate studies and, by the late nineteenth century, began conferring bachelor’s degrees. The College’s 
commitment to the liberal arts took root alongside teacher training that strengthened schools across Alabama, 
preparing graduates to lead in classrooms, churches, courthouses, laboratories, and communities. 
The campus itself tells this story: Swayne Hall remains a powerful symbol of Talladega’s origins; Savery Library, 
completed in the twentieth century, became a center of scholarship and housed the celebrated Amistad murals by 
Hale Woodruff—artworks that honor courage, justice, and the human spirit. DeForest Chapel, graced by stained-glass 
windows, has long served as a place of reflection and ceremony where Talladega’s values are renewed. 
Talladega’s alumni have advanced civil rights, shaped public life, and enriched American culture. Leaders such as 
attorneys J. L. Chestnut Jr. and Arthur Shores, artist Hale Woodruff, and national sports figure Deion Sanders reflect 
the breadth of Talladega’s impact and the institution’s tradition of excellence. Today, Talladega continues to earn 
distinction among liberal arts colleges and HBCUs, affirming its role as a catalyst for opportunity, innovation, and 
social mobility. 

Your investiture stands as a bridge between Talladega’s compelling past and its bold future. In this moment, the 
College rededicates itself to forming leaders of character who will tackle complex challenges and uplift communities 
across Alabama and beyond. We celebrate your vision and the collaborative spirit that will carry Talladega forward—
strengthening academic programs, expanding partnerships, and opening wider pathways for students to thrive. 
Please accept our warmest congratulations on this milestone. May your tenure be marked by courage, wisdom, and a 
steadfast commitment to the values that have guided Talladega College since its founding. 
With respect and admiration, 

Steven L. Reed
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Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr., President 
Talladega College 
627 West Battle Street 
Talladega, Alabama 35160 
Dear President Todd,  
  
I am writing to extend my heartfelt congratulations to you on your inauguration as the President of 
Talladega College. This is a momentous occasion, and I am truly excited to see how your 
leadership will guide the university to new heights of excellence and impact. 

Although I am unable to attend your inauguration in person, please know that my thoughts and 
best wishes are with you as you embark on this exciting new chapter in your career. Your deep 
commitment to academic excellence, student success, and community engagement will 
undoubtedly inspire all those around you, and I am confident that your vision and leadership will 
drive Talladega College toward continued success. 

As fellow leaders in higher education, I look forward to collaborating with you in the future, as we 
continue to advance our shared mission of providing transformative educational experiences for 
students and making meaningful contributions to society. Please accept my best wishes as you 
begin this important journey, and may your presidency be filled with great accomplishments and 
fulfilling moments. 

Once again, congratulations on this well-deserved recognition of your leadership. I look forward to 
hearing about the incredible achievements that will come under your stewardship. 

Warmest regards,  
  

Morakinyo A. O. Kuti, Ph. D. 
President  

January 14, 2026 
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Carlton E. Brown, Ed.D.
Strategic Innovations, LLC
1 Diamond Causeway, Suite 21-313
Savannah, GA 31406

January 28, 2026

To: Talladega College Board of Trustees, Leadership Team, Faculty, Students, and Alumni

Greetings:

I am pleased beyond measure that Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. and Talladega College have found each other. 
At last, Willie Todd has arrived at a place that is well-positioned to utilize and deserving to benefit from his
enormous set of talents, his insatiable pursuit of excellence, and his deep love of students—their present and
their “potentia”.

Even when I first met Professor Willie Todd as a junior professor at Clark Atlanta University, his drive was
impressive and his leadership potential undeniable. As he asked for and was given increasing responsibility
over the next several years, he consistently rose to the occasion, usually exceeding expectations and
demonstrating increasing creativity.

Talladega has made a wise selection in its leader for the times ahead. He will not waver. He will not falter.
He will lead Talladega to new and unprecedented heights. I congratulate President Willie L. Todd and the
Talladega Family for arriving at this moment of Investiture and promise for a glorious future.

With Love and Anticipation,

Carlton E. Brown, Ed.D.
President Emeritus
Clark Atlanta University, Savannah State University

Brown.Carton@comcast.net                                                                                                                                            912.247.8661
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Dr. Jim Purcell, Ed.D.
Executive Director 

January 21, 2026 

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. 
President, Talladega College 
Talladega College 
627 Battle Street West 
Talladega, AL 35160 

On behalf of the Alabama Commission on Higher Education (ACHE), I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to you on the occasion of your investiture as the 22nd president of Talladega 
College. This milestone is a remarkable achievement, and it is an exciting to anticipate the 
bright future that lies ahead for both you and Talladega College. 

Your presidency begins at a time of great promise for Talladega College. The College’s 
commitment to innovation, impact, and collaboration aligns well with your record of 
collaborative leadership, enrollment growth, strengthened academic programs, and dedication 
to student success. Under your leadership, Talladega College is well positioned to build on its 
long-standing legacy of leadership development and community engagement while advancing a 
forward-looking vision for its students and for the state of Alabama. 

ACHE is proud to advance Talladega College’s continued growth and development. In most 
recent years, ACHE has allocated more than $1.2 million for capital improvement projects and 
provided $122,000 to Talladega College students through select state-supported financial aid 
programs. These investments reflect ACHE’s ongoing commitment to expanding access to 
higher education, enhancing institutional capacity, and recognizing Talladega College’s vital role 
in preparing Alabama’s future workforce. 

Once again, congratulations, Dr. Todd, on your well-deserved appointment. ACHE looks forward 
to the continued success of Talladega College under your visionary leadership and remains a 
steadfast partner as you and your team pursue new opportunities and achievements. 

With warmest regards, 

Alabama Commission on Higher Education 
MailingAddress:P.O.Box302000� Montgomery,Alabama36130-2000

Delivery Address: 100 North Union Street � Montgomery, Alabama 36104-3758 
Telephone: (334) 242-1998 � 1-800-960-7773 � Fax (334) 242-0268 

www.ache.edu 
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_______________________
Jason M. Jones, Esq. 

Greetings and Salutations, 

On behalf of the Southern Province of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated, I extend heartfelt
congratulations to Talladega College as it celebrates the historic investiture of Dr. Willie L. Todd,
Jr., the 22nd President of this esteemed institution, and welcome Brother Dr. Todd to the Great
Southern Province.

The installation of President Todd marks a moment of profound significance not only for
Talladega College, but for the broader academic and civic communities that will be strengthened
by his leadership. As a proud member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated, President
Todd has long exemplified the noble ideals upon which our fraternity stands. His unwavering
commitment to achievement, his distinguished record of leadership, and his lifelong dedication to
service reflect the very essence of Kappa men who strive to leave every space better than they
found it.

President Todd’s professional journey and personal character stand as a testament to the
transformative power of vision, discipline, and purpose. His investiture signals a new era of
innovation, academic excellence, and student-centered advancement for Talladega College. 
The Southern Province celebrates this milestone with extraordinary pride, knowing that one of our
own continues to elevate the standard of leadership in higher education.

On behalf of the brothers of the Southern Province that include all members in Alabama, Florida,
The Bahamas, The Dominican Republic, The U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Republic of Panama, we
salute President Todd for his extraordinary accomplishments and extend best wishes for continued
success as he leads Talladega College into its next chapter of growth and distinction.

May his tenure be marked by bold achievements, strengthened traditions, and enduring service to
the students, faculty, alumni, and community he now shepherds.
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January 26, 2026 

Dr. Willie L. Todd 
Talladega University 
Office of the President 
627 West Battle Street 
Talladega, AL 35160 

Dear Dr. Todd, 
Greetings to you on this occasion of your appointment as the 22nd President of Talladega College! It was 
a pleasure to visit the college and get to know you and your staff, and to hear about your vision for the 
students that will attend the college. Yours is a compelling vision for educating and developing leaders 
for the twenty-first century. 

"May God give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed." (Psalm 20:4)
At this critical moment in our country, it is encouraging that you have been selected to lead this institution
which has such a powerful legacy. Your passion and leadership of this Historically Black College and
University will no doubt amplify the impact of the college on its students, faculty, and community. I pray
that the seeds of your planning take root through your initiative to support a bold and transformative vision
to Reimagine Liberal Arts for a new era. 

I look forward to being present to celebrate your Investiture with the Talladega College community and to 
participate in the accompanying events planned. While we will be there to celebrate this new beginning 
for the college under your leadership, we will also be celebrating the rich cultural legacy of Talladega 
College with you, highlighting its historic mission of academic excellence, leadership, and service. And 
as we do so, we will celebrate and strengthen the relationships between the United Church of Christ and 
Talladega College.

I am pleased to participate in your investiture service and pray the Spirit stir you and inspire vision for the 
path ahead. May this moment mark the beautiful beginning of an impactful journey. 

Peace and blessings,

Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia A. Thompson
General Minister and President/CEO 
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President & CEO
First Bank of Alabama 

Congratulations, Dr. Willie Todd, on your investiture as President of Talladega College. This moment marks
not only a significant milestone in your distinguished career, but also an exciting new chapter for the
Talladega College community. 

I am deeply fond of you and greatly admire the vision, integrity, and purpose-driven leadership you bring 
to this historic institution. Your commitment to academic excellence, student success, and the enduring 
mission of Talladega College is both inspiring and reassuring. It is clear that your leadership is 
grounded in respect for the College’s legacy while boldly embracing its future. 

Beyond the campus, your presence is felt throughout the Talladega community. You are visible, 
engaged, and approachable—leading not only from behind a desk, but alongside students, faculty, 
alumni, and residents. This direct connection strengthens the bond between the College and the city it 
calls home, reinforcing Talladega College’s role as both an academic and cultural cornerstone of the 
community. Your leadership reflects an understanding that the success of the College and the vitality of 
Talladega are deeply interconnected. 

Talladega College is fortunate to be guided by a president of your caliber—one who leads with clarity, 
compassion, and an unwavering belief in what this institution and its students can achieve. I look 
forward with great optimism to the progress and impact that will undoubtedly define your presidency. 
With warmest congratulations and best wishes for continued success. 

Sincerely, 

J.Chad Jones
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January 26, 2026 

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. 
President, Talladega College 
627 West Battle Street 
Talladega, AL 35160 
Dear President Todd, 

On behalf of the Albany State University National Alumni Association, Incorporated, and your 
global community of Rams, it is a profound honor to extend our warmest congratulations to you 
on your formal investiture as the 22nd President of Talladega College. 

An investiture is a momentous milestone, not only in the life of an academic institution but in the 
career of a distinguished leader. Seeing one of our own alumni ascend to the presidency of such a 
prestigious college is a point of immense pride for our entire Ram family. Your journey from our 
campus to this pinnacle of academic leadership serves as a powerful inspiration to current 
students and fellow graduates alike. 

We have watched your career with great admiration, noting your unwavering commitment to 
excellence, innovation in higher education, and your dedication to student success. We are 
confident that under your visionary stewardship, Talladega College will reach new heights of 
academic distinction and community impact. 
As you embark on this chapter, please know that your alma mater stands behind you. You carry 
the values of Albany State University into your new role, and we are honored to count you 
among our most esteemed representatives in the world of academia. 

Again, congratulations, and we look forward to celebrating your continued success. May your 
years in office be defined by wisdom, courage, and a steadfast commitment to the pursuit of 
knowledge. 

In Golden Ram Spirit, 

Sharmagne D. Goff 

Sharmagne D. Goff
President, Albany State University National Alumni Association 
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February 1, 2026 

Dear Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr., 

On behalf of the Magic City (AL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations on your investiture as the 22nd President of Talladega College. This historic milestone 
is a momentous occasion not only for you, but also for the institution and the many communities it 
proudly serves. 

As you assume this pivotal role, your leadership stands poised to inspire innovation, elevate academic
excellence, and strengthen the bonds between Talladega College, its students, its partners, and the 
broader community. Your unwavering commitment to education, student advocacy, and donor 
engagement reflects a vision rooted in progress, empowerment, and long‑term institutional vitality. 
These qualities will undoubtedly guide Talladega College toward a future marked by growth, 
opportunity, and distinction. 

The challenges facing higher education, and HBCUs in particular, demand leaders of courage, clarity, 
and conviction. Your strategic insight and steadfast dedication position you to shape the college's 
trajectory in transformative ways, expanding students' pathways and contributing meaningfully to the 
continued advancement of our beloved institution. 

As President of the Magic City (AL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, an official partner of 
Talladega College, I extend our warmest wishes for your success in this new chapter of leadership. We 
look forward to continued collaboration as we, together, uplift and empower the next generation of 
scholars, innovators, and leaders. 

We congratulate you! 

Autumm M. Jeter 
Autumm Jeter, Ed.D. 
President/Talladega College Class of 2001 
Magic City (AL) Chapter 
The Links, Incorporated 
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February 17, 2026 

President Willie Todd

Talladega College

927 Battle St W

Talladega, IL 35160 

Dear President Willie Todd, 

Congratulations on your Investiture as the 22nd President of Talladega College. The level of 

commitment and the impact of your actions have already demonstrated by your leadership 

in elevating Talladega College to a new level of excellence in higher education. Under your 

leadership the engagement and delivery on bringing some of the most in-demand skills for 

your students to make them competitive in today’s global marketplace is a clear model 

showcasing Talladega College students will compete and win on the global stage. 

With Sincere Appreciation, 

Valinda 

IBM 

Skillsbuild Midwest Program Manager 
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"Good evening, and welcome to this historic moment. Today, as we witness the investiture of our new leader,
we stand at the threshold of an extraordinary journey. We begin with the soul-stirring Anita Baker. It has 'Been
So Long' since we anticipated this fresh start, and now, we welcome it with open hearts." 

"Leadership is not just a role; it is a commitment to the 'heart and soul' of this ideal. As our new President takes
the helm, we celebrate the 'Sweet Love' they bring for the mission of higher education. We know that the path
ahead will require grace; when the road gets steep, we stand ready to listen and learn, even in those humble
moments when we might need to say, 'I Apologize.'" 

"To move forward, we must communicate our shared goals. We listen to 'Tell Him' as a reminder of the
dialogue needed between a leader and their community. And while we may feel the weight of what has passed
—the feeling that a former chapter is gone ('She’s Gone') — we look toward the future with a spirit that, like
'Sara Smiles,' brings hope to every student's face."

"As this installation marks a 'new era of leadership', we look ahead to the 'Better Days' we will build together.
Our President’s vision is a promise: that decades from now, we will look back and say, 'Remember Me' as the
leader who truly saw the potential in every one of us." 

"A President must be a 'brand champion' and a rock for the institution. Through every challenge, our leader’s
message is clear: 'I’m Here.' Rooted in faith and commitment, we declare together: 'I Shall Not Be Moved'
from our mission of excellence." 

"A college is more than its buildings; it is a community. As Luther Vandross reminds us, 'A House is Not a
Home' without the people who give it life. To our new President, we say: 'We Belong Together' in this pursuit
of knowledge, finding what is 'So Amazing' in the diversity of our campus." 
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"In the quiet of the President’s office, the big questions remain: 'What’s it all about?' We reflect on that search
for meaning with 'Alfie.' Even when the world feels like 'Three’s A Crowd' and choices are difficult, our leader
moves with the poise of Nancy Wilson, knowing that you 'Can’t Make' everyone agree, but you can lead
everyone with integrity."

"Our President sees the 'dazzling splendor' in every student. For every 'Wild Flower' in our classrooms, this
administration is dedicated to ensuring 'There’s a Winner in You.'" 

"There will be nights of late-hour planning, perhaps even 'Living in Confusion' over the complexities of 2026.
But in those times of 'Living All Alone' with the weight of the office, know that you are surrounded by 'Old
Friends'—this community that supports you."

"Ultimately, this is a ministry of service. Our President remains 'Available To You'—to the students, the faculty,
and the future. When words fail to describe the depth of this commitment, we say, 'I Can Explain' through the
power of our collective work."

"The first 'Seven Whole Days' are just the beginning. Even when the work takes our 'Breathe Again' away, we
remember that no obstacle 'Wasn’t Man Enough' to stop a community united by a single vision."

"We conclude this tribute with the songs that define a legacy. To our new President: your mission is to teach
our students the 'Greatest Love of All'—the love of learning and self-belief. We promise that as you lead us, 'I
Will Always Love You' and this institution. As you 'Open My Heart' to new possibilities, we stand to welcome
you."

"We 'Lay It Down' tonight for a new legend in the making. Please join me in a final celebration for our newly
installed President!"
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Avis LaShawn is a native of Atlanta, Georgia. She was brought up in the church where her love for music and

theater began to flourish. She began singing at the age of 8 and she has been slaying the stage ever since. She

has dedicated her time to sharpening her craft through countless stage productions and talent shows. Her

most recent work includes the biopic role of Jamesetta Hawkins, famously known as Etta James in At Last:

Etta James Tribute. Notably, Avis portrayed Vivian Witherspoon aka the Evil Stepmother in Stepp Stewart’s

“Cindy- A Different Kind of Cinderella Story” opposite of 3-time Tony Award Winner, Hinton Battle and

Comedian, Michael Colyar. She was also crowned the 2014 National Bar Association “The One” Talent

Showcase Winner, securing a monetary prize and demo deal to be distributed on iTunes.

She has shared the stage with greats such as Gospel Legends Dottie Peoples and Earnest Pugh, R&B

Recording Artists Lil G from Silk, Terrell Carter, & Shirley Murdock. A star in her own right, Avis LaShawn

doesn’t fit the mold of an “R & B Artist” or a “Gospel Artist” or and “Actress”. Her gift is all encompassing,

reaching all walks of life through music and theater. She will not be categorized. She is a humble servant to the

masses, seeking to heal, encourage, love and entertain. Her charismatic and vibrant on-stage presence exudes

vigor and candor. Her willingness and determination to share her God-given talent only solidifies her future

success in the entertainment industry.

black

Born and raised in Birmingham, Alabama, Deirdre Gaddis is an independent recording artist whose music has

resonated with audiences around the world. Her debut project, Life in the Key of Dei, was released in March

2011 and received rave reviews in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan, and beyond. In July 2011,

she premiered the video for “This Funky Ride of Life,” a powerful testament to self-empowerment and

building self-esteem.

In April 2020, Deirdre released her second album, Keep Pushin’, featuring the uplifting and positivity-filled

title track, “Keep Pushin’.” She has also performed as a member of The Birmingham Trio during the BET

Selma 50th Year Commemoration at the historic Edmund Pettus Bridge. A proud summa cum laude graduate

of Miles College, Deirdre toured with The Miles College Golden Voices from 2012 to 2015 under the

direction of Dr. Bernard Williams and Mrs. Patsy Howze. During her time there, she was frequently

recognized as “The Voice of Miles College.”

In 2019, she became the first recipient of the City of Birmingham’s StrongHer Award for her advocacy and

support of women with alopecia. Deirdre is also a devoted mother to her son, Julian, who shares his gifts of

singing and percussion alongside her at Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church of Zion City, where she

faithfully serves as Minister of Music.
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Mr. Bruce W. Henderson, Jr., Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at Talladega

College, is a visionary leader in choral artistry, worship studies, and collegiate music education. He is currently

pursuing a Doctor of Worship Studies at Liberty University and previously served as Choral Director at

Lawson State Community College, where he led ensembles to prestigious stages, including Carnegie Hall and

the Alabama ACDA Collegiate Choral Festival.

With a career spanning Birmingham City Schools and higher education, Mr. Henderson specializes in music

theory, vocal pedagogy, and culturally responsive performance. Beyond the classroom, he is the founder of

Pastor Bruce Jr. & the Warriors of Worship and oversees RBJWOW Music and KINGB Records.

A sought-after clinician and arranger, Mr. Henderson is dedicated to bridging scholarship and ministry while

empowering the next generation of artists and worship leaders for the global stage.

black

Jan Hendricks Fuller, mezzo-soprano, singer, and performer, is a dynamic and versatile vocal artist whose

sound spans gospel, jazz, opera, traditional pop, R&B, and soul. A proud graduate of A.H. Parker High

School in Birmingham, Alabama, and Talladega College, she has cultivated a lifelong passion for music and

performance. As a longtime member of the Gospel Music Workshop of America, Jan brings both depth and

authenticity to every stage she graces.

She has competed in vocal competitions throughout the Washington, D.C. and Baltimore areas, earning

recognition for her expressive delivery and vocal strength. Jan was also a featured vocalist on a Washington,

D.C. cruise ship and toured extensively as a soloist with several concert choirs.

After years of performing along the East Coast, she returned to Alabama, where she remains one of

Birmingham’s most accomplished and beloved song stylists. She has been featured at Café De Paris, The

Donnelly House, The Harambe Room, and as a guest soloist at the Birmingham Museum of Art.

Today, Jan continues to inspire audiences as a featured singer and worship leader throughout the Birmingham

area. Her warm, passionate interpretations and thoughtfully curated repertoire affirm her reputation as an

artist of depth, versatility, and soul.
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Dr. Tamalyn L. Peterson is a seasoned higher education professional with more than 24 years of experience in

academics and leadership. A native of Birmingham, Alabama, she is deeply committed to excellence in

teaching, scholarship, and administration. Dr. Peterson currently serves as Dean of the School of Humanities

and Fine Arts at Talladega College and as Interim Director of Graduate Studies.

In these leadership roles, she works collaboratively with faculty, staff, and students to advance academic

innovation, enhance the student experience, and strengthen the College’s legacy of excellence in the

Humanities and graduate education. Her work includes spearheading academic initiatives, facilitating

professional development and training, and supporting research and scholarly engagement.

Dr. Peterson earned her Ph.D. in English from Georgia State University. A proud two-time HBCU alumna,

she received her master’s degree in English from Clark Atlanta University, where she also served in teaching

and leadership capacities, and her bachelor’s degree from Stillman College, graduating summa cum laude with

a double major in English and Mass Communications.

Outside of her professional commitments, Dr. Peterson enjoys spending time with her family, traveling,

reading, mentoring, baking, hosting gatherings, and planning events.

black
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The Investiture of 
Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.

f e b r u a r y  1 9 - 2 1 ,  2 0 2 6

The Dawn of a New Era

welcome to



T h e  D a w n  o f  a  N e w  E r a  1

Multiple Emmy Award Winning journalist

Art Franklin is a multiple Emmy Award-winning journalist with a distinguished broadcast career

spanning more than 38 years. He has earned over 100 community and journalism honors, including

two Emmy Awards, a 2021 Edward R. Murrow Award for Excellence in Innovation, and induction

into the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Silver Circle in recognition of his

outstanding contributions to the television industry.

A former anchor for CBS 42 in Birmingham, Franklin made history as the city’s first African

American male primetime news anchor. Throughout his career, he has reported on major national

and international events, including the Persian Gulf War, the September 11 terrorist attacks, the

1996 Olympic bombing in Atlanta, and multiple U.S. presidencies. His work has taken him across

the globe, with reporting assignments throughout Europe, the Caribbean, and the Middle East.

Franklin’s career also includes leadership roles in major media markets such as Atlanta, where he

served as an anchor and reporter, and entrepreneurial work as founder of a public relations firm

specializing in media relations, crisis management, and content creation. In addition to journalism,

he has served as a radio announcer, television producer, talk show host, and guest instructor at the

Poynter Institute for Media Studies.

Beyond broadcasting, Franklin is the CEO of Franklin Consulting Group, an author of Give It All

You Got, and a community leader dedicated to service and mentorship. He serves on several

boards and is President of the Alpha Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in Birmingham.

A native of Detroit and graduate of the University of Michigan, he and his wife, Michele, are proud

parents of four adult children.
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The Dawn of a New Era

Reception

Welcome
Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.

president & CEO

Greetings on Behalf of the Board of Trustees
Rica Lewis-Payton, ‘81

Talladega College Board of Trustees Chair

Invocation & Blessing of the Food
Dr. Xavier Whitaker

Vice President of Student Affairs and Enrollment Management

Dinner Served

Sherri Brown

Recognition of Donors
Tia Wright-Richards

Vice President for Institutional Advancement
Quinsheta Powell

Director of Alumni Affairs

Remarks from Scholarship Recipients

Closing Remarks
Tia Wright-Richards

Vice President for Institutional Advancement
Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.

President & CEO

Sherri Brown

Gala Concludes
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February 2026

Pictured Above: The 22nd President of Talladega College

Akua Matherson, Lakesha Swain, Roy Saulsberry, Angela Reynolds, Shelia Borden, Derek Hickman, Norda
Threatt, Chase Bowerman, Jennifer Curl, Erikka Banks, Xondravius McElhaney, Stanley Chatman, Kimberly

Dickerson, Belinda Keith, Jerry Hanes, Leta Pruitt, TeeJay Wilson, Patricia Jones, Karen Helton

TALLADEGA COLLEGE

 
Finance and Administration

BREAKING NEWS: INVESTITURE

The Department of Finance and Administration proudly congratulates the 22nd President
of Talladega College on a historic and inspiring upcoming Investiture ceremony. 

This distinguished event celebrates the College’s rich legacy while ushering in a bold new
era of visionary leadership and transformative growth. The ceremony reflects unity,

tradition, and institutional pride, made possible through the collaborative efforts of many
dedicated individuals. We remain honored to support the mission of Talladega College

and are committed to financial integrity, operational excellence, and sustainable progress
in this exciting new chapter. With pride and appreciation,  The Department of Finance

and Administration  Talladega College

EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!
CONGRATULATIONS DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.!!





CONGRATULATIONS 
DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR. 

Resolution Honoring Dr. Willie L. Todd Jr.
Presented by James W. Bowden Sr.

On behalf of the Denmark Technical College Area 
Commission and the National Alumni Association

Whereas, Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. served as the tenth president of Denmark Technical College, leading the institution
through a period of remarkable renewal, progress and pride; and

Whereas, through his visionary leadership, Dr. Todd strengthened academic programs, expanded partnerships,
improved facilities and reignited the spirit of excellence that has long defined Denmark Technical College; and

Whereas, Dr. Todd’s unwavering belief in the power of education to transform lives inspired faculty, staff, students
and alumni to work together toward a shared purpose of engagement, education and empowerment; and

Whereas, he led with both head and heart, demonstrating compassion, creativity and an enduring commitment to
service that uplifted the Denmark Tech community and elevated its visibility across the state and nation; and

Whereas, his leadership set a lasting example of courage, integrity and faith in what is possible when a leader truly
believes in the mission of an HBCU and the potential of its students; and

Whereas, Denmark Technical College will forever be strengthened by his vision, accomplishments and the legacy
of excellence he leaves behind; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Denmark Technical College Area Commission and the National Alumni Association extend
heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. upon his investiture as president of Talladega College; and

Be it further resolved, that we express our profound gratitude for his service, leadership and love for Denmark
Technical College, and that we wish him continued success as he brings the same dedication and transformative
spirit to his new role at Talladega College; and

Be it finally resolved, that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. Todd as a permanent record of our respect,
appreciation and affection.

Presented this 20th day of February, 2026,

by James W. Bowden Sr.
Area Commissioner, Denmark Technical College
President, National Alumni Association





The Talladega Chapter Alumni proudly extend heartfelt
congratulations to the 22nd President of Talladega College on the
occasion of his Investiture. This historic milestone marks the
beginning of a new era of visionary leadership, renewed purpose, and
continued excellence for our beloved institution.

As proud alumni, we celebrate this moment with gratitude for the
College’s rich legacy and unwavering commitment to academic
achievement, character development, and service. The Investiture
symbolizes not only tradition and honor, but also bold progress and a
bright future under dynamic leadership.

We stand united in support of the President’s vision and remain
committed to advancing the mission, strengthening alumni
engagement, and uplifting the enduring legacy of Talladega College.

Congratulations and best wishes for a transformative and
impactful presidency.



F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F

A C A D E M I C  A F F A I R S

DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.
2 2 N D  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T A L L A D E G A  C O L L E G E
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Congratulations! 
DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.

22ND PRESIDENT & CEO OF TALLADEGA COLLEGE
FROM TCNAA |  LOS ANGELES CHAPTERCongratulations 

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. 
22nd President, Talladega College

We look forward to supporting

your vision to move forward the 

ALPHA LYRAE VEGA OF THEM ALL!

Talladega College natl alumni assn.

Law & public policy assn.

President, cynthia ross, esq.

vice president,  james arnold, esp.

Treasurer, Marcia connor

historian, kevin owens 

representative to Tcnaa board
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Cisco Systems, Inc. Proudly Congratulates

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
On his Investiture as the 22nd President and CEO

of Talladega College



Unmasking Excellence: The Dawn of a New Era
Cisco Systems, Inc. Proudly Congratulates

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
On his Investiture as the 22nd President and CEO of Talladega College

At Cisco, we believe that education is the bridge to a world of possibilities. Today, we join the
Talladega College family in celebrating a leader whose vision perfectly aligns with the college’s
historic mission to equip graduates for the global community through excellence and integrity.

Our journey with Dr. Todd began at Denmark Technical College, and we are honored to continue
this vital partnership at Talladega College. Together, we are not just witnessing a new era, we are
building it.

A Partnership Rooted in Progress Through our shared commitment to innovation and student
success, Cisco is proud to have supported the Talladega community through:

IT Modernization & Security: A $600,000+ investment in technical assistance, NIST
assessments, and security infrastructure to ensure a robust digital campus.
Empowering Future Leaders: $250,000 in scholarships and projects, alongside the "Fearless
Inside" Seminar and the "A Different World" Tour.
Cutting-Edge Training: Shaping the future of AI through faculty training and the formal
incorporation of the Cisco Networking Academy into the curriculum.
Institutional Excellence: Supporting government security compliance and formalizing our
long-term bond through a signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).

From the first one-room schoolhouse in 1865 to the "center of academic excellence" it is today,
Talladega College has always been a beacon of hope and virtue. Cisco is dedicated to ensuring
that the next chapter of this history is defined by connectivity, security, and unparalleled
opportunity.

Congratulations, Dr. Todd. We look forward to many more years of "Unmasking Excellence"
together.

Cisco Systems, Inc. Powering an Inclusive Future for All



 

------------ Congratulations ------------ 
On behalf of Student FreedomInitiative, the organization’spresident and CEO, Keith B.
Shoates, our Founder and Board Chairman, Robert F. Smith, our Board of Directors,
officers, and team members, we are proud to honor Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. on his
investiture as the 22nd President and CEO of Talladega College. 

As Talladega College enters this new chapter under Dr. Todd’s leadership, Student 
Freedom Initiative looks forward to deepening its relationship with the institution to 
further expand access, affordability, and post-graduate success for Talladega students. 
Together with Dr. Todd, Student Freedom Initiative is eager to explore innovative models 
that connect students to internships, employers, and long-term career pathways, 
ensuring that a Talladega education not only transforms lives on campus but continues 
to pay dividends long after graduation. 

Student Freedom Initiative has been honored to previously partner with Dr. Willie L. 
Todd Jr. at Denmark Technical College in South Carolina on transformational initiatives 
that uplift HBCUs and their students — including efforts in cybersecurity, broadband 
expansion, and other strategic advancements that continue to propel these institutions 
forward. Dignity is not something bestowed, but something carried, and Dr. Todd has 
embodied it consistently at every step throughout his career. We look forward to 
continuing our collaboration with him as he guides Talladega College into the future. 

To learn more about Student Freedom Initiative, please visit us at 

studentfreedominitiative.org or scan the QR Code below. 
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Dr. A. Clifton Myles

Provost & Executive 

Vice President

Ms. Akua Matherson

Vice President for 

Finance & Administration

Ms. Tia Richards

Vice President for

Institutional Advancement

Dr. Xavier Whitaker

Vice President of 

Student Affairs

Ms. Marsetta Lee, ‘84

Chief of Staff & Title IX

Coordinator

Ms. Faith R. Spells

Associate Vice President for

Enrollment Services

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
Congratulations

from the Talladega College Executive Cabinet



TC OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL
ADVANCEMENTCongratulations, 

DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.
FROM THE OFFICE OF

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
EVERY GIFT BUILDS 
A STRONGER DEGA!

GIVE
TODAY!

TALLADEGA.EDU/GIVING





MARTISTENE D. WILLIAMS (RETIRED) 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SPEECH AND THEATRE

 ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY 
ALBANY,GA 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
DR. WILLIE L, TODD, JR.

22ND PRESIDENT & CEO OF TALLADEGA COLLEGE



Donated by
Honorée Fanonne Jeffers, ‘89

Donated by:
Yolonda Ross/Rockell Metcalf, ‘84

Donated by:
Zenda Bowie, ‘73

Donated by:
Zenda Bowie, ‘73

Donated by:
Tena Turner

Donated by:
Gene Tolen, ‘93

Donated by:
Jackie Nix

Donated by:
Jacqueline Allen Trimble

Donated by:
Sarah Burnes/
Honorée Fanonne Jeffers (89')

Donated by:
Dr. Erica Boone, ‘93

Donated by:
Dr. Erica Boone, ‘93

Donated by
Honorée Fanonne Jeffers, ‘89

SILENT AUCTION
PLACE YOUR BID ON ART, COLLECTIBLES, AND ONE-OF-A-KIND TALLADEGA EXPERIENCES.
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Donated by:
William Kwamena-Poh, ‘84

Donated by:
William Kwamena-Poh, ‘84

Donated by:
Dr. Erica Boone, ‘93

Donated by:
Dr. Erica Boone, ‘93

Donated by
Honorée Fanonne Jeffers, ‘89

Donated by:
Talladega College and the Staff 
of Savery Library

Donated by:
E. Hosea Hicks

SILENT AUCTION
PLACE YOUR BID ON ART, COLLECTIBLES, AND ONE-OF-A-KIND TALLADEGA EXPERIENCES.
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Donor’s Listing
Founders’ Society

($1M)

Cisco, Inc

Ambrose Headen Legacy Club

($100,000 +)

Essye B. Miller

United Church of Christ

Amistad Circle of Distinction

($50,000 - $99,999)

Alfred Street Baptist Church

Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation

TCNAA Talladega Chapter c/o Pamela Stransberry

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated - Twenty Pearls Collective

Dr. William R. Harvey 

($25,000 - $49,999)

Edson Barton - YouScience

Herbert C. Jones, MD

President’s Circle 

($10,000 - $24,999)

1Bright Star Media

A. Ronald Sanders

Cathy and Dedrick Hammond-Moulton

Dr. A. Clifton Myles

Dr. William R. Harvey

Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. 

Atlanta Business Consulting Group

AmFirst Credit Union

NASCAR Holdings, LLC

P. Randolph Hill

Ray M. Robinson Charitable Foundation

Rica Lewis-Payton

Rosetta A. Armour-Lightner, Col USAF [Ret]

Tennessee State University

Thompson Hospitality

Wells Fargo-WM NC-Philanthropic CT01

6 5



Donor’s Listing
Legacy Leader

($5,000 - $9,999)

Andy Frain Services, Inc. 

BeDazzle Me More

Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta

Cornelia V. Johnson

Eddie Payton

First Horizon Bank

Honoree Jeffers

Jeanne Dickens, MD

Kenneth Crenshaw

Marc A. Love

Marsetta Lee, JD

N. John Bey

Norman P. Campbell

Pat Roe

Sherman A. James, PhD

TCNAA -  Atlanta Chapter

The Horatio Williams Foundation

Xavier Peoples

Crimson Club

($2,500 - $4,999)

Akua Matherson

Arnold T. Elston, Jr .

Beneficient Congregational Church - UCC

Beverly G. Anderson

Dr. Seqwana N. Thomas-Pryor

Edna H. Jackson-Gray

Geneva J. Young

Gwendolyn  Veale Hendrix

HBCU Cares

Karla & Russell Holloway

Kevin L. Scott, M.D.

Kimberly J. Dickerson

Krista C. Lawrence

Lucy A. Johnson

Mario R. Green

Patrick Scipio

Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Russell Holloway

Southern Company Gas Charitable Foundation

TCNAA - NC Triangle Chapter

Tia Wright-Richards

The Delta Airlines Foundation c/o Bonterra Tech

V. Lynn Evans

Virginia A. Saunders

Oak Hall

1867 Club

($1,000 - $2,499)

Adria N. Kimbrough

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority-Mu Tau Omega Chapter

Alpha Men Chapter

America's First Federal Credit Union

Andre Payne

Dr. Angela Walker

Dr. Ann Dismuke T. Green

Anthony McGee

Antonio D. Storey

Barbara Amos

BenchMark Management

Benjamin C. Cotton

Beth Y. Reddick

Bettie J. Smith

Betty J. Palm

Beulah J. Dumas

Beverly E. Shields

Carrie L. Bacon

Carolyn W. Henderson

Charles R. Matthews

Community Foundation of Northeast AL

Cynthia  Lawson Swain

DAFgiving360

Darrell Anderson

Deborah P. Simmons
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Donor’s Listing
1867 Club 

($1,000 - $2,499)

Continued

Dennis Anthony

 Detria D. Powell

 Doris J. Wallace

 Doris James

 Dorothy Kinsey

 Dr. Karla FC Holloway

 Dunston K. Hamilton

 Edith A. Calhoun

 Faith R. Spells

 Frank Jannuzi

 Farris L. Shorter, Jr.

 First Bank of Alabama

 Frank K. Nelson

Gamma Psi Chapter

 Gregory B. McClendon

 Henry L. Coaxum, Jr

 Herbert L. Williams, MD

 Homer E. Hayes

 Jacqueline M. Preston

 James E. Gleason, Jr., MD

 James S. Cross, Ph.D.

 Janet C. Brooks

 Jennifer R. Cope

 Jeralyn P. Williams-Pickett

Jerry Breecher

 Jimmy W. Davis

 John Veal

 Joy S. Armstrong

 Juliette B. Bell

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated

 Katherine Alitz

 Kellie A. Sorrell

 Dr. Kevin Richardson

 Kristie B. Purnell

 Latonya S. Madison

 Lauryn Smith

 Leon Taylor

 Louis Altobelli

 Dr. Lydia L. Alexander

 M. Arnita Hannon-Christmon

 Mamie W. Murrell

 Marcia L. Conner

 Marian Winston-Brown

 Marilyn L. Hatcher-Daniels

 Martha P. Hill

 Matthew Bowie, Jr.

 Pamela D. Stansberry

 Patrice Borders, JD

Patricia Jones

 Paulette Jackson

 Peggie Brown

 Robert Simpkins

 Sharletta L. Rawls

 Sharon E. Doleman

 Shiloh Baptist Church N

 Sommer N. Woods

 Stantley B. Bonham

Starr Insurance Group, LLC

 Suzanne E. Cullins

 Suzette Cullins

 Dr. Tamalyn L. Peterson

Talladega Chamber of Commerce

 TCNAA - Talladega Chapter

 TCNAA Tampa Bay Chapter

 The FILES Arts Project

 Timothy T. Cope, M.D.

 Toyota of Sylacauga

 Vonnie C. McLoyd

 William W. Truss

 Zantisha Harris

 Zenda J. Bowie

Friend of Dega

($250 - $999)

Achieve  Miami

Alane Love

Alison K. Brown

Amber Smith

Andre S. Gaines

Angela Campbell

Angela L. Frazier

Anne S. Gibson

Anne S. Parker

Annie K. and Eula H. Gift Fund

Anthony M. Jones, Jr

Aquanita  Turner

Bernadette Jones-Meadors, M.D.

Betty Jones

Belview Missionary Baptist Church

Bigg Mac's BBQ

Bobbie J. Bolden

Brenda A. Lockhart

Brenda C. Seals

Briana Toledano

Burrell Slater

Charlene Jones J. Mitchell

Charles A. Myers, DDS

Cheryl E. Davis

Cheryl J. Byrd

Clarice M. Reid, M.D.

Cleo D. Larry

Cleveland Garvin

Coca-Cola Bottling Company

UNITED, Inc.

Cynthia D. Barclay

Danna W. Webb

Darlene C. Neely

Darron D. Lockett

Dennis R. Elston
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Donor’s Listing
Friend of Dega

($250 - $999)

Continued

Derek Hickman

 Donald McCarthy

 Dorothy B. Gunn

 Dr. Clarence S. Hall

DLR Group

 Dr. Robin Conley

 Dr. W. A. Jones School by Evelyn Hale

 Edward L. Hall

 Elijah Coates

 Elizabeth Mitchell Clement

 Elizabeth Wilson

 Epsilon Upsilon Zeta

 Eugene & Fran Porcaro

 Evell D. Bowie, III

 Faye White

 Frank Bowen

 Frederick Gass

 George B. Brothers, Jr.

 Gerald G. Worthy

 Glenda S. Johnson

 Griffin McCulley

 Gwendolyn D. Thomas

 Ida W. Johnson

 Jacqueline B. Turner

 Jada K. Dawkins

 James Grayson

 James D. Thornton

James W. Bowden

 James W. Reynolds

 Janis L. Davison

 Jessica C. Hatch

 Joan H. Rowell

 JoAnn Harper

Joann S. Myers

 Karen L. Nesbit

 Kazetta H. King

 LaDonna S. Evans

 Larry Gormley

 Leonard and Jane Carrel

 Libby Fee

 Lillian T. Durham

 Linda Mealing-Nelson

 Linda Snead Sanders

 Dr. Lucille Croom-Tillman

 Magalene P. Meeks

 Marie L. Stevenson

 Marilyn Bauza

 Martistene D. Williams

 Mary H. Brinson

 Maurice D. Kelly

 Mel Clemmons

 Melody M. McGowan Brantley

 Melvin L. Waldrop

 Millicent R. Black

 Moses Ngirailab

 Nadine H. Ballard

 Nathaniel Pitts

 National College Resources

Foundation

 Nedonna Coorr

 Nedonna K. Cooper

Pine Top Farms Event Venue

 Porsche Hyman-Wilson

 Quinsheta Powell

 Randall B. Sims

 Regina W. Jobe

ReShorna Fitzpatrick

 Reuben U. Lee

 Robert Arties

Rotary Club

 Roy V. Hill, II

 Sandra D. Martin

 Sandra Ellis

 Sandra Rhodes

 Semial R. Treadwell

 Sheree D. Stovall-Alexander

 Shirley Thompson

 Stephanie Miller 

Talladega Co. Alumni Chapter-Kappa

Alpha Psi, Inc.

 Tammy Waller

 TCNAA-NC Triangle Chapter

TCNAA - South Florida Chapter

TCNAA - Law & Public Policy

Association

TCNAA - Los Angeles Chapter

TCNAA - Talladega Chapter

TCNAA - Tampa Bay Chapter

 Teresa Mason

 Terry Gaitor

 The Goddard Foundation

The Talladega Spirit Store

 Tiffany L. McGuire

 Timothy Bussey

Toledo Museum of Art

 Tracy T. Garrick

 Travis N. Pryor

 Twenty Pearls Collective

 Veronica E. Miller

 Vivian I. Love-Jones

 Voshonda L. Truss

 Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough

 Wendy B. Frazier

W.H. and Dorothy Spells

 Wilda B. Adderly

 Willie Jones, Jr

 Willie K. Hughes

 Winona J. Jacobs

Yolanda Seals-Stewart

 Dr. Yvonne Howze

 Zibusiso Nkiwane
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Donor’s Listing
Dega Supporter

($1 - $249)

Aaron Calloway

 Ace Cue

 Addie Elston

 Adeidry Williams

 Adjuan Edgerson

 Adrian E. Adams

 Adrianne Fleming

 Adrienne C. Royster

 Adrienne Stokes

 Aisha Corley

 Aisha Brooks

 Aisha M. Carmichael

 Akira Sample Smith

 Alexa McClinton

 Alexandrina Williams

 Alice C. Pippins-T'Ofori-Atta

 Alisha T. Bennett

 Alison L. Hill-Roberts

 Allen McQueen
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The Investiture of Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr., 22nd President of Talladega College, was made possible

through the support and collaboration of many talented partners.

We extend our sincere appreciation to the following vendors whose professionalism, creativity, and

service helped make the Investiture events memorable for the Talladega College community.

Thanks to our Vendors

Big Shots Mobile Bar

Chief Entertainment and Live Production, LLC

Divine Destiny Party Favors and Keepsake, LLC

Historic Ritz Theatre

4imprint

Jennifer Holliday

Just Wright Events and Rental Services, LLC

LMH Stationery & Designs, LLC

Moore Printing Company

Sherri Brown Music

Sixx9 Media – Gerard Ricks

Southern Lighting and Sound

Subscription Box Company Group / College Care Club

Thompson Hospitality

WalkTunes, LTD
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	The Investiture of
	Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
	february 19-21, 2026
	The Dawn of a New Era
	Saturday, February 21, 2026


	President Willie L. Todd, Jr.
	22ND PRESIDENT OF TALLADEGA COLLEGE

	His prior leadership roles include serving as president and also as Vice President for Academic Affairs and Student Affairs at Denmark Technical College; Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Wiley University; Vice Provost and also Associate Vice Provost at Norfolk State University, and various roles at Clark Atlanta University.
	A committed servant-leader beyond the academy, President Todd is an active member of the Presidents’ Roundtable of African American CEOs, the HBCU Learning Ecosystem, 100 Black Men of America, and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., where is he a regional and national Life member.
	He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce Board for Talladega County and also a member of the Presidents’ Advisory Board for the National HBCU Title III Administrators.
	A native of West Point, Georgia, and raised in Decatur, Georgia, Dr. Todd holds a Ph.D. in English from Georgia State University, a Master of Education in Higher Education Administration from Regent University, and both a Master of Education in English Education and a Bachelor of Arts in English from Albany State University. He is the proud father of two daughters, Tatia and Jessica.
	President Todd continues to lead his life and work grounded in faith and purpose, guided by two principles he first penned in his senior yearbook and still lives by today: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,” and “The intention is not to see through one another, but to see one another through.”
	Board of  Trustees
	Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
	President & CEO

	A. Clifton Myles
	Provost & Executive Vice President

	Tia Wright-Richards
	Vice President of Institutional Advancement

	February 20, 2026
	Dear President Todd, Members of the Board of Trustees, Faculty, Students, and the Talladega College Community,
	It is with great pride and sincere congratulations that I extend my greetings to Talladega College on the investiture of its 22nd President, Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
	Talladega College has long stood as the Alpha Lyrae Vega of them all—a beacon of academic excellence, leadership, and service—and this historic
	occasion marks an exciting new chapter in the institution’s distinguished legacy. I am a proud third- generation Talladega alumna. From attending my mama’s commencement in 1980, when Jesse Jackson spoke, to delivering the 2022 Talladega College announcement myself, this college means so much to me. Talladega College poured into me, and made me who I am today. I have carried the lessons I learned here all the way to the halls of Congress.
	I am confident that under Dr. Todd’s leadership, Talladega College will continue to empower students, strengthen its academic mission, and expand its influence for generations to come.
	Please accept my heartfelt congratulations on this significant occasion. I wish President Todd, the faculty, staff, students, and alumni the very best as you move forward together in this new era of leadership.
	Yours for the People,
	Nikema Williams Member of Congress
	______________________________________________________________________________  CITY OF TALLADEGA 255 S. Street W. - Talladega, AL 35161  Ashton S. Hall, Mayor  256-362-8186  ahall@talladega.com
	Dear Dr. Willie L. Todd, It is with great pride and heartfelt congratulations that I extend warm greetings to you on the  momentous occasion of your swearing-in as the 22nd President of Talladega College,  Alabama’s oldest private Historically Black College and University. This milestone is not only a  testament to your distinguished leadership and unwavering commitment to higher education, but  also a significant moment in the enduring legacy of this historic institution.  As Mayor of the City of Talladega, I am proud to welcome your presidency and look forward to  the continued partnership between Talladega College and our community. The College has long  been a cornerstone of intellectual excellence, cultural enrichment, and civic engagement,  shaping generations of leaders who have gone on to make meaningful contributions across the  nation and the world. Your leadership arrives at a pivotal time, and I am confident that your  vision will strengthen Talladega College’s mission while advancing its tradition of academic rigor,  service, and social responsibility.  On a personal note, it is a profound honor to congratulate you not only as Mayor, but also as an  alumnus of Talladega College and as your Brother in Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated.  Our shared bonds—of brotherhood, scholarship, and service—make this moment especially  meaningful. I take great pride in witnessing your ascent to this historic role and in knowing that  Talladega College is entrusted to a leader who embodies integrity, excellence, and purpose.  May your presidency be marked by innovation, unity, and continued success. I offer my best  wishes and full support as you lead Talladega College into its next chapter of greatness.  Congratulations, President Todd. Respectfully,  Ashton Hall
	PH 334.625.2000 FX 334.625.2600
	OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

	Steven L. Reed, Mayor
	Dear President Todd, On behalf of the City of Montgomery, I am honored to extend heartfelt congratulations on your investiture as the  22nd President of Talladega College. Gathering within the beautiful and historic Henry Swift DeForest Chapel, this  investiture celebrates leadership, scholarship, and the resilient spirit of an institution that has helped define higher  education in Alabama and across our nation.  Talladega College’s legacy began in the wake of the Civil War, when visionary freedmen William Savery and  Thomas Tarrant joined fellow citizens in the urgent work of building a school where education would be the  cornerstone of liberty. Early classes convened in a modest two-room home, and as enrollment quickly outpaced  space, community leaders and partners secured the former Baptist Academy—later known as Swayne Hall—along  with surrounding acreage. In time, the school was chartered as Talladega College, affirming a mission that would  endure for generations.  Under the leadership of early presidents and faculty, Talladega expanded from primary and normal courses to  collegiate studies and, by the late nineteenth century, began conferring bachelor’s degrees. The College’s  commitment to the liberal arts took root alongside teacher training that strengthened schools across Alabama,  preparing graduates to lead in classrooms, churches, courthouses, laboratories, and communities.  The campus itself tells this story: Swayne Hall remains a powerful symbol of Talladega’s origins; Savery Library,  completed in the twentieth century, became a center of scholarship and housed the celebrated Amistad murals by  Hale Woodruff—artworks that honor courage, justice, and the human spirit. DeForest Chapel, graced by stained-glass  windows, has long served as a place of reflection and ceremony where Talladega’s values are renewed.  Talladega’s alumni have advanced civil rights, shaped public life, and enriched American culture. Leaders such as  attorneys J. L. Chestnut Jr. and Arthur Shores, artist Hale Woodruff, and national sports figure Deion Sanders reflect  the breadth of Talladega’s impact and the institution’s tradition of excellence. Today, Talladega continues to earn  distinction among liberal arts colleges and HBCUs, affirming its role as a catalyst for opportunity, innovation, and  social mobility.  Your investiture stands as a bridge between Talladega’s compelling past and its bold future. In this moment, the  College rededicates itself to forming leaders of character who will tackle complex challenges and uplift communities  across Alabama and beyond. We celebrate your vision and the collaborative spirit that will carry Talladega forward— strengthening academic programs, expanding partnerships, and opening wider pathways for students to thrive.  Please accept our warmest congratulations on this milestone. May your tenure be marked by courage, wisdom, and a  steadfast commitment to the values that have guided Talladega College since its founding.  With respect and admiration,
	Steven L. Reed
	Mayor of Montgomery


	January 14, 2026
	Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr., President  Talladega College  627 West Battle Street  Talladega, Alabama 35160  Dear President Todd,    
	I am writing to extend my heartfelt congratulations to you on your inauguration as the President of  Talladega College. This is a momentous occasion, and I am truly excited to see how your  leadership will guide the university to new heights of excellence and impact.  Although I am unable to attend your inauguration in person, please know that my thoughts and  best wishes are with you as you embark on this exciting new chapter in your career. Your deep  commitment to academic excellence, student success, and community engagement will  undoubtedly inspire all those around you, and I am confident that your vision and leadership will  drive Talladega College toward continued success.  As fellow leaders in higher education, I look forward to collaborating with you in the future, as we  continue to advance our shared mission of providing transformative educational experiences for  students and making meaningful contributions to society. Please accept my best wishes as you  begin this important journey, and may your presidency be filled with great accomplishments and  fulfilling moments.  Once again, congratulations on this well-deserved recognition of your leadership. I look forward to  hearing about the incredible achievements that will come under your stewardship.
	Warmest regards,    
	Morakinyo A. O. Kuti, Ph. D.  President 
	Carlton E. Brown, Ed.D. Strategic Innovations, LLC 1 Diamond Causeway, Suite 21-313 Savannah, GA 31406
	January 28, 2026
	To: Talladega College Board of Trustees, Leadership Team, Faculty, Students, and Alumni
	Greetings:
	I am pleased beyond measure that Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. and Talladega College have found each other.  At last, Willie Todd has arrived at a place that is well-positioned to utilize and deserving to benefit from his enormous set of talents, his insatiable pursuit of excellence, and his deep love of students—their present and their “potentia”.
	Even when I first met Professor Willie Todd as a junior professor at Clark Atlanta University, his drive was impressive and his leadership potential undeniable. As he asked for and was given increasing responsibility over the next several years, he consistently rose to the occasion, usually exceeding expectations and demonstrating increasing creativity.
	Talladega has made a wise selection in its leader for the times ahead. He will not waver. He will not falter. He will lead Talladega to new and unprecedented heights. I congratulate President Willie L. Todd and the Talladega Family for arriving at this moment of Investiture and promise for a glorious future.
	With Love and Anticipation,
	Carlton E. Brown, Ed.D. President Emeritus Clark Atlanta University, Savannah State University

	January 21, 2026
	Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.  President, Talladega College  Talladega College  627 Battle Street West  Talladega, AL 35160
	On behalf of the Alabama Commission on Higher Education (ACHE), I extend my heartfelt  congratulations to you on the occasion of your investiture as the 22nd president of Talladega  College. This milestone is a remarkable achievement, and it is an exciting to anticipate the  bright future that lies ahead for both you and Talladega College.
	Your presidency begins at a time of great promise for Talladega College. The College’s  commitment to innovation, impact, and collaboration aligns well with your record of  collaborative leadership, enrollment growth, strengthened academic programs, and dedication  to student success. Under your leadership, Talladega College is well positioned to build on its  long-standing legacy of leadership development and community engagement while advancing a  forward-looking vision for its students and for the state of Alabama.
	ACHE is proud to advance Talladega College’s continued growth and development. In most  recent years, ACHE has allocated more than $1.2 million for capital improvement projects and  provided $122,000 to Talladega College students through select state-supported financial aid  programs. These investments reflect ACHE’s ongoing commitment to expanding access to  higher education, enhancing institutional capacity, and recognizing Talladega College’s vital role  in preparing Alabama’s future workforce.
	Once again, congratulations, Dr. Todd, on your well-deserved appointment. ACHE looks forward  to the continued success of Talladega College under your visionary leadership and remains a  steadfast partner as you and your team pursue new opportunities and achievements.
	With warmest regards,
	Dr. Jim Purcell, Ed.D. Executive Director
	Greetings and Salutations,
	On behalf of the Southern Province of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated, I extend heartfelt congratulations to Talladega College as it celebrates the historic investiture of Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr., the 22nd President of this esteemed institution, and welcome Brother Dr. Todd to the Great Southern Province.
	The installation of President Todd marks a moment of profound significance not only for Talladega College, but for the broader academic and civic communities that will be strengthened by his leadership. As a proud member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated, President Todd has long exemplified the noble ideals upon which our fraternity stands. His unwavering commitment to achievement, his distinguished record of leadership, and his lifelong dedication to service reflect the very essence of Kappa men who strive to leave every space better than they found it.
	President Todd’s professional journey and personal character stand as a testament to the transformative power of vision, discipline, and purpose. His investiture signals a new era of innovation, academic excellence, and student-centered advancement for Talladega College.  The Southern Province celebrates this milestone with extraordinary pride, knowing that one of our own continues to elevate the standard of leadership in higher education.
	On behalf of the brothers of the Southern Province that include all members in Alabama, Florida, The Bahamas, The Dominican Republic, The U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Republic of Panama, we salute President Todd for his extraordinary accomplishments and extend best wishes for continued success as he leads Talladega College into its next chapter of growth and distinction.
	May his tenure be marked by bold achievements, strengthened traditions, and enduring service to the students, faculty, alumni, and community he now shepherds.
	_______________________ Jason M. Jones, Esq.
	January 26, 2026
	Dr. Willie L. Todd  Talladega University  Office of the President  627 West Battle Street  Talladega, AL 35160
	Dear Dr. Todd,  Greetings to you on this occasion of your appointment as the 22nd President of Talladega College! It was  a pleasure to visit the college and get to know you and your staff, and to hear about your vision for the  students that will attend the college. Yours is a compelling vision for educating and developing leaders  for the twenty-first century.
	"May God give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed." (Psalm 20:4) At this critical moment in our country, it is encouraging that you have been selected to lead this institution which has such a powerful legacy. Your passion and leadership of this Historically Black College and University will no doubt amplify the impact of the college on its students, faculty, and community. I pray that the seeds of your planning take root through your initiative to support a bold and transformative vision to Reimagine Liberal Arts for a new era.
	I look forward to being present to celebrate your Investiture with the Talladega College community and to  participate in the accompanying events planned. While we will be there to celebrate this new beginning  for the college under your leadership, we will also be celebrating the rich cultural legacy of Talladega  College with you, highlighting its historic mission of academic excellence, leadership, and service. And  as we do so, we will celebrate and strengthen the relationships between the United Church of Christ and  Talladega College.
	I am pleased to participate in your investiture service and pray the Spirit stir you and inspire vision for the  path ahead. May this moment mark the beautiful beginning of an impactful journey.
	Peace and blessings,
	Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia A. Thompson General Minister and President/CEO
	J.Chad Jones
	January 26, 2026  Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.  President, Talladega College  627 West Battle Street  Talladega, AL 35160  Dear President Todd,  On behalf of the Albany State University National Alumni Association, Incorporated, and your  global community of Rams, it is a profound honor to extend our warmest congratulations to you  on your formal investiture as the 22nd President of Talladega College.  An investiture is a momentous milestone, not only in the life of an academic institution but in the  career of a distinguished leader. Seeing one of our own alumni ascend to the presidency of such a  prestigious college is a point of immense pride for our entire Ram family. Your journey from our  campus to this pinnacle of academic leadership serves as a powerful inspiration to current  students and fellow graduates alike.  We have watched your career with great admiration, noting your unwavering commitment to  excellence, innovation in higher education, and your dedication to student success. We are  confident that under your visionary stewardship, Talladega College will reach new heights of  academic distinction and community impact.  As you embark on this chapter, please know that your alma mater stands behind you. You carry  the values of Albany State University into your new role, and we are honored to count you  among our most esteemed representatives in the world of academia.  Again, congratulations, and we look forward to celebrating your continued success. May your  years in office be defined by wisdom, courage, and a steadfast commitment to the pursuit of  knowledge.  In Golden Ram Spirit,  Sharmagne D. Goff
	Sharmagne D. Goff President, Albany State University National Alumni Association
	February 1, 2026
	Dear Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.,
	On behalf of the Magic City (AL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, I extend my heartfelt  congratulations on your investiture as the 22nd President of Talladega College. This historic milestone  is a momentous occasion not only for you, but also for the institution and the many communities it  proudly serves.
	As you assume this pivotal role, your leadership stands poised to inspire innovation, elevate academic excellence, and strengthen the bonds between Talladega College, its students, its partners, and the  broader community. Your unwavering commitment to education, student advocacy, and donor  engagement reflects a vision rooted in progress, empowerment, and long‑term institutional vitality.  These qualities will undoubtedly guide Talladega College toward a future marked by growth,  opportunity, and distinction.
	The challenges facing higher education, and HBCUs in particular, demand leaders of courage, clarity,  and conviction. Your strategic insight and steadfast dedication position you to shape the college's  trajectory in transformative ways, expanding students' pathways and contributing meaningfully to the  continued advancement of our beloved institution.
	As President of the Magic City (AL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, an official partner of  Talladega College, I extend our warmest wishes for your success in this new chapter of leadership. We  look forward to continued collaboration as we, together, uplift and empower the next generation of  scholars, innovators, and leaders.
	We congratulate you!
	Autumm M. Jeter  Autumm Jeter, Ed.D.  President/Talladega College Class of 2001  Magic City (AL) Chapter  The Links, Incorporated
	February 17, 2026
	President Willie Todd Talladega College 927 Battle St W Talladega, IL 35160
	Dear President Willie Todd,  Congratulations on your Investiture as the 22nd President of Talladega College. The level of  commitment and the impact of your actions have already demonstrated by your leadership  in elevating Talladega College to a new level of excellence in higher education. Under your  leadership the engagement and delivery on bringing some of the most in-demand skills for  your students to make them competitive in today’s global marketplace is a clear model  showcasing Talladega College students will compete and win on the global stage.
	With Sincere Appreciation,  Valinda  IBM  Skillsbuild Midwest Program Manager
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	The Dawn of a New Era
	Greetings on Behalf of the Board of Trustees Rica Lewis-Payton, ‘81 Talladega College Board of Trustees Chair
	Invocation & Blessing of the Food Dr. Xavier Whitaker Vice President of Student Affairs and Enrollment Management

	Dinner Served
	February 2026



	TALLADEGA COLLEGE
	BREAKING NEWS: INVESTITURE
	Pictured Above: The 22nd President of Talladega College
	EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT! CONGRATULATIONS DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.!!
	The Department of Finance and Administration proudly congratulates the 22nd President of Talladega College on a historic and inspiring upcoming Investiture ceremony.  This distinguished event celebrates the College’s rich legacy while ushering in a bold new era of visionary leadership and transformative growth. The ceremony reflects unity, tradition, and institutional pride, made possible through the collaborative efforts of many dedicated individuals. We remain honored to support the mission of Talladega College and are committed to financial integrity, operational excellence, and sustainable progress in this exciting new chapter. With pride and appreciation,  The Department of Finance and Administration  Talladega College
	Akua Matherson, Lakesha Swain, Roy Saulsberry, Angela Reynolds, Shelia Borden, Derek Hickman, Norda Threatt, Chase Bowerman, Jennifer Curl, Erikka Banks, Xondravius McElhaney, Stanley Chatman, Kimberly Dickerson, Belinda Keith, Jerry Hanes, Leta Pruitt, TeeJay Wilson, Patricia Jones, Karen Helton




	Congratulations and best wishes for a transformative and impactful presidency.
	DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.
	FROM THE OFFICE OF
	ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
	Congratulations
	Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
	22nd President, Talladega College
	We look forward to supporting your vision to move forward the  ALPHA LYRAE VEGA OF THEM ALL!
	Talladega College natl alumni assn. Law & public policy assn.
	DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.



	Congratulations!
	Cisco Systems, Inc. Proudly Congratulates Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. On his Investiture as the 22nd President and CEO of Talladega College
	Unmasking Excellence: The Dawn of a New Era Cisco Systems, Inc. Proudly Congratulates Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. On his Investiture as the 22nd President and CEO of Talladega College
	Congratulations, Dr. Todd. We look forward to many more years of "Unmasking Excellence" together.
	------------ Congratulations ------------
	Congratulations
	Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr.
	from the Talladega College Executive Cabinet
	TC OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT


	Congratulations,
	DR. WILLIE L. TODD, JR.
	FROM THE OFFICE OF
	INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
	EVERY GIFT BUILDS  A STRONGER DEGA!


	GIVE
	TODAY!


	CONGRATULATIONS,
	DR. WILLIE L, TODD, JR.
	22ND PRESIDENT & CEO OF TALLADEGA COLLEGE

	SILENT AUCTION
	PLACE YOUR BID ON ART, COLLECTIBLES, AND ONE-OF-A-KIND TALLADEGA EXPERIENCES.

	SILENT AUCTION
	PLACE YOUR BID ON ART, COLLECTIBLES, AND ONE-OF-A-KIND TALLADEGA EXPERIENCES.

	Donor’s Listing
	President’s Circle  ($10,000 - $24,999)

	Donor’s Listing
	Legacy Leader ($5,000 - $9,999)
	Crimson Club ($2,500 - $4,999)
	1867 Club ($1,000 - $2,499)

	Donor’s Listing
	1867 Club  ($1,000 - $2,499) Continued
	Friend of Dega ($250 - $999)

	Donor’s Listing
	Friend of Dega ($250 - $999) Continued

	Donor’s Listing
	Dega Supporter ($1 - $249)

	Donor’s Listing
	Dega Supporter ($1 - $249) Continued
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	Dega Supporter ($1 - $249) Continued

	Donor’s Listing
	Dega Supporter ($1 - $249) Continued

	Donor’s Listing
	Dega Supporter ($1 - $249) Continued

	Thanks to our Vendors
	Big Shots Mobile Bar Chief Entertainment and Live Production, LLC Divine Destiny Party Favors and Keepsake, LLC Historic Ritz Theatre 4imprint Jennifer Holliday Just Wright Events and Rental Services, LLC LMH Stationery & Designs, LLC Moore Printing Company Sherri Brown Music Sixx9 Media – Gerard Ricks Southern Lighting and Sound Subscription Box Company Group / College Care Club Thompson Hospitality WalkTunes, LTD


